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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Brian Gustafson, registration number 52978, on 18 July 2005, 

The application has been amended as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A layout editing system for arranging page structural 
elements in an electronic document, comprising: 
a display device; 

a first supply device to provide an electronic document having a plurality of first 
attraction points arranged on a grid to the display device; 

a second supply device to provide a page structural element on the electronic 
document.-the page structural element having a plurality of second attraction points to 
adjust a position of the page structural element; 

a movement device to move said page structural element without deformation to 
a desired location in said electronic document in response to a manual user operation; 
and 

an attraction state control to control attraction of the plurality of second attraction 
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points that can be activated so that only a single one of the plurality of second attraction 
points is set as attractive to snap the page structural element to a first attraction point 
while said page structural element is being moved by said movement device and the 
remaining second attraction points of the plurality of second attraction points are set as 
non-attractive. 

2. (Original) The layout editing system of claim 1 , wherein said movement device 
comprises a pointing device, and said page structural element is kept in a held state by 
keeping said pointing device's button pressed down. 

3. Cancelled 

4. Cancelled 

5. (Original) The layout editing system of claim 4, wherein said attractive operation 
mode setting mechanism comprises a predetermined specified key on the keyboard, 
and said second attractive operation mode is set by holding said specified key pressed 
down. 

6. (Previously Presented) The layout editing system of claim 1 , wherein said 
movement device comprises a cursor displayed on said display device, and said 
attraction state control activates only a single second attraction point nearest to said 
cursor attractive when said page structural element is being held by said movement 
device. 
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7. (Currently Amended) A layout editing method for arranging page structural 
elements in an electronic document, comprising: 

displaying an electronic document having a plurality of first attraction points 
arranged on a grid; 

displaying a page structural element on the electronic document, the page 
structural element having a plurality of second attraction points; 

holding said page structural element and activating a single one of the plurality of 
second attraction points such that only a single second attraction point nearest to a 
cursor is in an attractive state , and wh e r ei n when a button of a pointing device linked to 
the cursor is pressed down at the a time of detecting the cursor position; and 

when said pointing device is operated in a holding state and said cursor is 
moved, linking the page structural element to movement of said cursor and moving said 
page structural element without deformation such that the single second attraction point 
is set as attractive to snap the page structural element to a first attraction point and the 
remaining second attraction points of the plurality of second attraction points are set as 
non-attractive. 

8. (Original) The layout editing method of claim 7, further comprising the step of 
selecting a first attractive operation mode that sets a state of attracting to all of said 
plurality of first attraction points, and a second attractive operation mode that sets a 
state of attracting only to a selected predetermined pattern within said plurality of first 
attraction points. 
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9. (Original) The layout editing method of claim 8, wherein said first or second 
attractive operation mode is selected depending on whether a predetermined specified 
key on the keyboard is pressed down or released respectively. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) An apparatus comprising a computer-readable storage 
medium tangibly embodying program instructions for causing a computer to: 

display an electronic document having a plurality of first attraction points 
arranged on a grid; 

display a page structural element on the electronic document, the page structural 
element having a plurality of second attraction points; 

hold said page structural element and act i v a ting activate a single one of the 
plurality of second attraction points such that only a single second attraction point 
nearest to a cursor is in an attractive state , wh e r ei n when a button of a pointing device 
linked to the cursor is pressed down at a time of detecting the cursor position; and 

when said pointing device is operated in a holding state and said cursor is 
moved, link the page structural element to movement of said cursor and move said 
page structural element without deformation such that the single second attraction point 
is set as attractive to snap the page structural element to a first attraction point and the 
remaining second attraction points of the plurality of second attraction points are set as 
non-attractive. 
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1 1 . (Original) The apparatus of claim 10, further comprising instructions to cause the 
computer to select one of a first attractive operation mode and a second attractive 
operation mode, the first attractive operation mode setting a state of attracting to all of 
said plurality of first attraction points, the second attractive operation mode setting a 
state of attracting only to a selected predetermined pattern within said plurality of first 
attraction points. 

1 2. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 1 , wherein said first or second attractive 
operation mode is selected depending on whether a predetermined specified key on the 
keyboard is pressed down or released respectively. 
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1 3. (Currently Amended) A layout editing system for arranging page structural 
elements in an electronic document, comprising: 
a display; 

a memory that stores an electronic document and a page structural element to 
be output on the display, the electronic document having a plurality of first attraction 
points arranged on a grid, the page structural element having a plurality of attractive 
second attraction points; 

a movement device; and 

a processor coupled to the memory, the display and the movement device, the 
processor configured to adjust a position of the page structural element, without 
deforming the page structural element, on the display in response to user operation of 
the movement device such that at least one of the plurality of first attraction points tends 
to align with at least one of the plurality of second attraction points, the processor further 
configured to control the attraction of the plurality of second attraction points that can be 
activated such that only a single one of the plurality of second attraction points is set as 
attractive to snap the page structural element to a first attraction point and the remaining 
second attraction points of the plurality of second attraction points are set as 
non-attractive while said page structural element is being moved by the movement 
device. 



Application/Control Number: 09/658,742 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2178 

14. (Previously Presented) The layout editing system of claim 13, wherein the 
movement device comprises a pointing device, and the processor is configured to 
cause the only one second attraction point to be selected when a button on the 
pointing device is pressed. 

15. Cancelled 

16. (Original) The layout editing system of claim 13, further comprising a keyboard, 
and wherein the processor selects one of the first and second attractive operation 
modes based on user. input on the keyboard. 

17. (Previously Presented) The layout editing system of claim 13, wherein said 
movement device comprises a cursor displayed on said display device, and the 
processor is configured to activate only a single second attraction point nearest to said 
cursor attractive when the page structural element is being held by said movement 
device. 

18. (Previously Presented) The layout editing system of claim 13, wherein the page 
structural element is demarcated by a frame. 

19. (Previously Presented) The layout editing system of claim 18, wherein said 
movement device comprises a cursor displayed on the display device, and the attraction 
state control activates only a single second attraction point nearest to the cursor 
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attractive when the cursor is positioned inside the page structural element frame and 
the page structural element is being held by the movement device. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kyle R. Stork whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4130. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8:00-4:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Hong can be reached on (571 ) 272-4124, The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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